
 
 
December 7, 2020 
 
Our Lady of Loretto Parishioners,  
 
This letter is a combination of my normal parish monthly update and yearly Christmas message: 
 
Review of this past year.  Two events have dominated this past year for Our Lady of Loretto Parish: 1. 
The outbreak of COVID-19 in March which necessitated unprecedented and extraordinary changes within 
the parish and school.  2.  The passing away of pastor Father Brian Costello from cancer on July 11; 
though it took place over a 5-month period it was and continues to be a shock to the community.  The 
consequences of these two things was livestreamed Masses from mid-March through June, outdoor 
Masses on the school field from July through mid-September, indoor Masses from mid-September until 
the present date.   OLL School had to immediately go to distance computer learning in March and for the 
rest of the 2019-20 school year.  The beginning of the 2020-21 also began with distance learning but with 
safety protocols and the hard work of the school administration the school was slowly able to open for in-
class learning in late September and early October.  On July15 I was named as Administrator of OLL and 
will remain so until June 30, 2021.  Needless to say—it has been a rollercoaster of a year! 
 
Blessings of this past year. As Catholics who believe in the miracle of the Resurrection we always have 
to look for blessings and there have been many at OLL.  They include: 

 The financial stability of OLL through these hard times due to the remarkable generosity 
of the parishioners. 

 An amazing renovation of the church entailing new paint, carpet, refurbishing of the 
pews and ceramic tiling of the sanctuary. 

 Installation of a new sound system that produces clear sound. 
 Ministries such as St. Vincent de Paul (food and money for bills), the Extra Food 

program (meals), Christmas Outreach (gift cards for needy families) and the Hispanic 
Directiva (giving away $20,000 in grocery gift cards) coming forward to help the poor of 
the community. 

 The monk-priest Brother Agapetos coming all the way from his monastery in the Holy 
Land to help out OLL. 

 
Christmas Message.  As St. John says in the first chapter of his Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word, 
and Word was with God, and Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.”  We are a people who 
in adversity believe in the love and power of Jesus Christ.  Jesus came specifically to help sinful humanity 
who had lost its way and did so by His sacrifice on the Cross which brought back friendship with God.  
He established a Church through which His Grace would forever flow.  Our Lady of Loretto Parish, 
named after Jesus’ mother, is such a place where such Grace flows.  It is the prayers, dedication and 
especially the faith of the parishioners that creates such a special place.  As one parishioner fervently told 
me: “Our Lady of Loretto is my home.”  God bless all of you this Christmas season.  Amidst these very 
trying times thank you for all your love and support of Our Lady of Loretto Parish. 
 
2020 Christmas Schedule.  Attached you will find the OLL Christmas schedule as we do the best we can 
to provide as many Masses as possible with our current 100-person limit. May Jesus Christ Our Savior 
bless all of you this Christmas season. 
 
 
Father Tony Vallecillo, Administrator  


